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Hi. Hope you’re well. Here’s an update of what Cloth Cat has been up to recently and 

what opportunities may be coming up in the near future 
 

Gigs 
The Woodhouse Cabaret 

This takes place this Saturday on 23rd March at TJs and follows in the footsteps of 

previous events we’ve been involved in under the Woodhouse Festival collective banner. 
We have an eclectic line up of talent with music, comedy, mind reading, bellydancing and 

burlesque. Acts on the bill include DeLorean Drivers, Random Ben, Harrison Richards, 
Dave Marshall, Kles Dennis, Helena Bellydancer, Daisy Lane and the Wakefield 

Community Gospel Choir and should prove to be an excellent night. Doors open at 7pm 
and it’s a mere £3 in. 

 
Thanks for everyone who came down to the benefit gig at The Library Pub we had on last 

month in partnership with Archway. It was a great atmosphere and all the bands were 
top drawer with The Scandal, Mystery Soup, DeLorean Drivers and Les Vegas & The 

International Playboys of Rhythm. We raised £400 between the two organisations so 
thanks again! 

 
Instrumental 

We also ran the latest Instrumental at Inkwell on 1st March and there were so many 

people there that we finally had to close the door so we didn’t contravene the licence 
capacity. Again, it was a great night and raise some money to run the Song Writers Club 

at Inkwell with Shaun T Hunter which is on the last Monday of the month. It’s open to 
anyone so if you’re interested in learning more about song writing and sharing ideas 

please go along, the sessions run from 6.30-9.00pm. There’s more information here: 
http://leedsinstrumental.wordpress.com/get-involved/song-writing-class/ 

 
The next Instrumental at Inkwell will take place on Friday 5th April. We’re just putting it 

together as we speak but so far on the bill we have Dean Murray (Biscuithead), Matt 
Bentley, Steph Stephenson, Ben Greaves and Michael Arnold. Doors open at 7pm and it’s 

£3 in on the door. 
 

Promoting people through music  
1 Crossland Court, Czar Street, Leeds, LS11 9PR 

Tel: 0113 244 2773 Mob: 07793 064890 
Email: info@clothcatleeds.org.uk 
Web: www.clothcatleeds.org.uk 



Speaking of Instrumental, we also had our latest event at The Swarthmore Centre on 

Saturday 16th March which raised awareness and funds for mental health projects 
around Leeds including Arts & Minds, Cloth Cat and the High Royds Memorial Garden 

along with Swarthmore. It was another great night with lots of dancing especially to 
Hailbails (www.facebook.com/Hailbails) and Mystery Soup (www.facebook.com/

themysterysoup) but also with top performances from 
Cosmic Charlie’s Big Mouth Jug Stompers (https://soundcloud.com/jug-stompers) 

Rory Scammell (www.myspace.com/roryscammell) and Amy Claro 
(www.amyclaro.com) 

 
Cloth Cat Mos Eisley Cantina Open Mic Night at the Chemic Tavern 

 
We’d just like to welcome the new landlord/lady team of The Chemic with Charlie, Kate 

and Rob taking over management from Dawn, who we wish well, at the pub. We’re 
looking for bands and acts to headline the night over the coming months who will fit in 

with the general ambiance of the Open Mic night – our ethos is anything from the local 

area which has an acoustic feel, is creative and isn’t really loud basically. If you’re 
interested then please get in touch with Mike at mike@clothcatleeds.org.uk 

 
The Beck Young People’s Resource Centre 

Cloth Cat are running an exciting music project with a group of disadvantaged young 
people aged 13 to 18 at The Beck, a resource centre in Seacroft where we’re developing 

their musical skills and honing them in to playing together in a band. Under the 
guidance of some of our experienced mentors including Chris Reed, the legendary singer 

from Red Lorry Yellow Lorry, the young people have been really enthusiastic in learning 
brand new music skills and working as a group to perform some tunes pretty much from 

first principles. We’ve had some great feedback and are looking to carry on working with 
the group once this project ends and   

 
Courses 

We’re currently putting the next programme 

of courses together which will be starting 
after Easter and we’ve been hard at work 

creating some new exciting opportunities 
together, with the help of the Community 

First grant, alongside our more established 
classes. Although we’re still putting the 

finishing touches together we should be 
running new courses on: Ukulele for 

Beginners with Jessica Bowie; Social Media 
for Musicians with Robb Frost; and 

Introduction to Sound Recording with Mark 
Hadley. The other ones we’ll be running in 

April are: 
Ableton Live 

DJing: The Basic Concepts 

Introduction to Guitar 
Developing Your Guitar Playing 

Sing YOUR Song 
Urban Poetry and Performance 

 
Later in the term we should be running the 

Introduction to Live Sound Engineering too 
 

 



 

If you’re interested in attending any of these courses please get in touch with us by 
emailing courses@clothcatleeds.org.uk or calling the office on 0113-244-2773. 

Remember the courses are for anyone aged 19 and above and are entirely FREE for 
those in receipt of any means tested benefit or dependent on someone who is. 

 
New members required for boy band 

We have been asked to circulate an advert for one of our previous students on our 
courses who is looking for a final couple of members for their Leeds based act: 

“We are looking for male singers who can preferably play guitar or piano and have a bit 
of rhythm. It would also be a bonus if they know how to use reason or cubase etc. We 

need 1 or possibly 2 members to complete the line up. The music ethos of the band is to 
take songs where you wouldn’t expect to see harmonies and remix them to a vocal 

group either acoustically, acapella or to a totally remixed track. We have management 
in waiting and a few festivals interested but really need the other members to get ready 

so we have a full sound.”  

 
If you are interested or know anyone who may be, please get in touch with me at 

mike@clothcatleeds.org.uk with a photo, a small bio of experience, age etc and a demo 
if possible. Quality isn’t really too important as long as they can get an idea of your 

sound. I will pass this on to the band 
 

Mike hits The Wall for Cloth Cat 
In June I’m going to be running coast to coast to raise some vital funds for Cloth Cat. 

Having done the Hull Marathon last year I have had to up the stakes again otherwise 
people think it will be too easy—yeah right. So this one will take me from Carlisle in the 

west and finish in Newcastle along the route of Hadrian’s Wall and covering a whopping 
69 miles which will (hopefully) be completed in one go in between 15 and 20 hours. If 

you’d like to sponsor me then we’ve set up an online fundraising page at 
www.everyclick.com/thecatgoestothewall 

 

Love Music 
Love Music, part of the Love Arts stable, which promotes well being has got an 

interesting new project on the go which looks at the connection between music and 
mental health. They want people to come up with 10 songs in total which have a real 

effect on the way you feel whether this is happy,  sad, angry or some other emotion. 
The songs will then be recorded with an album brought out, whilst a documentary is 

made of the whole project. For more information please go to the Love Music website at 
www.lovemusicleeds.org.uk 

 
That’s it for now but you can keep up with all our news on the website at 

www.clothcatleeds.org.uk or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ClothCatLeeds 
 

By for now 
 

Mike and the Cloth Cat team 


